
More  information about this trail and others is available 

online at www.northfieldmass.org/trails 

The brochure and the website are courtesy of the 

Northfield Open Space Committee 

Additional historical information can be found at the 

Dickinson Memorial Library  

!ƭŘŜǊōǊƻƻƪ aŜŀŘƻǿ Υ !  ǎƘƻǊǘΣ 

ƘŀƴŘƛŎŀǇǇŜŘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƭŜ ƭƻƻǇ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ ŀ 
ōŜŀǾŜǊ ǇƻƴŘ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƻƴ wǘŜ соΣ ŀǇǇǊƻȄΦ мΦр 
ƳƛƭŜǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊΦ 

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ Φр ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ рл ŦŜŜǘ 

!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ Iƛƭƭ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎ - ! ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ 

ŦƻǊ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǊǘƘŬŜƭŘ {ǘŀǘŜ CƻǊŜǎǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ 
!ƭŜȄŀƴŘŜǊ Iƛƭƭ wŘΦ  

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ оΦн ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ нул ŦŜŜǘ 
Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōƭǳŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

.ŀƭŘ Iƛƭƭǎ [ƻƻǇ - ! ƭƻƻǇ ƻũ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ 
9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀƛƭΤ ǘǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ǎƘŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ .ǊǳǎƘ 
aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴκ ¢ƻǿƴ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƻƴ DǳƭŦ wŘΦ 
{ǘŀǊǘ ƴƻǊǘƘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ-ōƭŀȊŜŘ b9¢ ŀƴŘ 
ǎƻƻƴ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ-ōƭŀȊŜŘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƊΦ 
¢ǳǊƴ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ōƭǳŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǊŜƧƻƛƴǎ ǘƘŜ 

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ мΦс ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ осл ŦŜŜǘ 
ōƭǳŜΣ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

¢ƻǿƴ CƻǊŜǎǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ - ! ǘƻǿƴ-ƻǿƴŜŘ мрл-
ŀŎǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǝƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ƭƻƻǇ ǘǊŀƛƭΦ ¢ǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ .ǊǳǎƘ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴ 
ƪƛƻǎƪ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀΦ  

[ƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ нΦн ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ нрл ŦŜŜǘ 
Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ȅŜƭƭƻǿ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

/ƻƭƭŜǊ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ ¢Ǌŀƛƭǎς ! ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ 
ǘǊŀƛƭǎ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƪƛƛƴƎ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
bƻǊǘƘŬŜƭŘ {ǘŀǘŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƻũ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ /ƻƭƭŜǊ 
/ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ wŘΦ hƴŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƛǎ ŘŜǎŎǊƛōŜŘ ƘŜǊŜς 
ŎƘŜŎƪ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ-ƘŜŀŘ ƪƛƻǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘǊŀƛƭǎ 

[ƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ оΦм ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ ннл ŦŜŜǘ 
Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōƭǳŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

Iƻōƻ Cŀƭƭǎ ¢ǊŀƛƭΥ  ! ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎǉǳŜ ŦŀƭƭǎΦ CǊƻƳ 
ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ƻƴ hƭŘ ²ŜƴŘŜƭƭ wŘΦΣ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƻŀŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ŦƻǊ лΦп ƳƛƭŜǎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǘǳǊƴ ƭŜƊ ƻũ 
ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻōƻ Cŀƭƭǎ ǎƛƎƴ 

ƻǳǘ ϧ ōŀŎƪΥ мΦм ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ нпл ŦŜŜǘ 
bƻǊǘƘŬŜƭŘ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǎƛƎƴǎ 

YƛƴƎ tƘƛƭƛǇϥǎ Iƛƭƭ - ! ƭƻƻǇ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƻƴ ŀ ǘƻǿƴ-
ƻǿƴŜŘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎ ōƭǳũ ƻǾŜǊƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
/ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ wƛǾŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƎƻŜǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ǊƛǾŜǊ ōŀƴƪΣ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǘŀȅǎ ƭŜǾŜƭ ǳƴǝƭ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŜŜǇΣ 
ƴŀǊǊƻǿ Řƻǿƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘΦ  

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ лΦс ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ ул ŦŜŜǘ 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

aƛƭƭ .Ǌƻƻƪ ²ŜǘƭŀƴŘǎ - !ƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ 
ǿŜǘƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ ŀǊŜŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 
ŎƛǊŎǳƳŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƻƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ ƴŜŀǊ 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΦ tŀǊƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎƻƭŦ 
ŎƻǳǊǎŜΤ ǘǊŀƛƭƘŜŀŘ ǎƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ  

ƭƻƻǇ ƭŜƴƎǘƘΥ мΦр ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ мул ŦŜŜǘ 

ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

bŜǿ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ - ! ƴŀǝƻƴŀƭ ǎŎŜƴƛŎ ǘǊŀƛƭΣ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǝƴƎ ǎŜŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŬŜƭŘΦ 

aǳƭǝǇƭŜ ǎŜŎǝƻƴǎ 
ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎ 

{ŀǘŀƴϥǎ YƛƴƎŘƻƳ - ! ƭŀǊƎŜ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƻƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅ ǊƻŀŘΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘƎŜΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ bƻǊǘƘŬŜƭŘ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ 
ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭƭŜȅΦ  

ƻǳǘ ϧ ōŀŎƪΥ оΦл ƳƛƭŜǎ 
ŜƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ рул ŦŜŜǘ 

Other Northfield Trails Brush Mountain Trail 

 [ŜƴƎǘƘΥ лΦу ƳƛƭŜǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ōŀŎƪ 
9ƭŜǾŀǝƻƴ ƎŀƛƴΥ нрл ŦŜŜǘ 

 

About Brush Mountain  

Conservation Area 
Brush Mountain Conservation Area is a 

46 acre town-owned historical and 

recreation area with a trail to the top of 

the mountain; the trail is a small section 

of the New England Trail (NET) and is 

blazed white. After a fairly level 

beginning as it passes the Calvin Swan 

Homestead Site, the last quarter-mile is a 

steeper gradient to the top of Brush 

Mountain.  

The top of Brush Mountain is a rocky 

outcropping, reached after approximately 

0.6 miles. At the property boundary, the 

trail continues southwest on a newly 

opened section of the NET over the ridge 

and connects to Old Wendell Road. 

http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Bald-Hills/bald_hills_loop.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Bald-Hills/bald_hills_loop.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Brush-Mtn/brush_mtn_trail.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/KPH/KPH_trail.html
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Mill-Brook/mill_brook_trail.html
http://newenglandtrail.org/get-on-the-trail/map
http://www.northfield.ma.us/files/OpenSpace/trails/Satans-Kingdom/satans_kingdom.html


  
Native American History 

 

On the shore of the glacial Lake 

Hitchcock (12,000 BP), these hills are 

part of a larger sacred landscape that was 

especially significant to Native 

Americans as the home of  Hobomok 

(Hobomac), a giant spirit-being who 

slept under the hills and when called 

upon slew the giant beaver whose body 

became Wequamps (Mt. Sugarloaf).  

 

Established Native paths, including part 

of the Gulf Road, led colonists to 

Squakheag. Later called Northfield, this 

area was long the northernmost outpost 

of European colonization (1673-1775), 

and at the southernmost range of the 

Abenaki.  

 

Normally uplands are used by Native 

Americans for hunting and as a source of 

quartz; however, the presence of 

Hobomac may have curtailed some of 

these activities on Brush Mountain. His 

presence under the mountain was 

indicated by his breath coming out of the 

ground, melting snow even in the dead 

of winter. These deep holes were also 

hibernacula for rattlesnakes at that time, 

although they have been eradicated 

since.  

 

Brush Mountain 
Conservation Area 

NET Southbound 

Town Forest 

Calvin Swan 
Homestead Site 

Calvin Swan Homestead 
 

Calvin Swan (1799-1875), a free black 

man, and his family had a homestead and 

sawmill here. You can see cellar holes 

and a spring not far from the trailhead. 

Calvin was a well-respected man at a 

time when African Americans were not 

well integrated into white society. Here 

he purchased land, served on the school 

board, and helped found the mountain 

chapter of the Massachusetts Anti-

Slavery Society. Swan helped build some 

of the homes on Main Street Northfield, 

and was able to establish his own 

sawmill and carpentry business.  


